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Many commentaries and study guides on the Westminster Shorter Catechism have been produced 

from the Catechism’s completion to the present day, several proving to be of immense value to the 

Church.  Among these John Brown’s, now back in print, is undoubtedly one of the best.  It was the 

Scottish theologian’s first work, initially published in 1758 as “A Help for the Ignorant”, written for 

the “young ones of his own congregation” as “an easy, plain, practical and extensive explication of 

the Assembly’s Shorter Catechism”.  These words from Brown’s original title neatly sum up his 

work. 

 

The structure of the book is straightforward: it is basically a comprehensive catalogue of over 4,400 

thought-provoking questions and answers on the Catechism’s own 107 questions and answers, 

teasing out the richness of the doctrine.  For example, consider this sampling of questions on 

Answer 1, “Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy him forever”:  “May man have no other 

end in any of his actions?  How do beasts and lifeless creatures glorify God?  Why should we seek to 

enjoy God?  Shall the saints in heaven receive into their souls all the infinite fullness and sweetness 

that is in God?”  That there are 60 more such questions on “Man’s Chief End” alone will give some 

idea of the extensiveness of the work!  Each answer is no more than a sentence long with one or 

more Scriptural references, and extremely suggestive for stimulating deeper study. 

 

While originally intended for the “ignorant, young ones” of the church (like the Shorter Catechism 

itself), older youth and adults will probably profit most from Brown’s study today.  It will be of 

special value to anyone preparing to teach a class on the Shorter Catechism or studying it for 

personal benefit, and prove a useful reference tool for the Church library. 
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